Period of Tried and Hope
economic aid.75 In pursuance of these objectives, the Soviet Union
(a^ continued efforts to reduce the Western power position and
undermine capitalism in the area, using the instrumentalities of
economic aid; (b) made efforts to strengthen Soviet influence by
supporting Arab aspirations, opposing the goals of Israel, and by
expanding military and economic assistance to the Arab world;
and (c) expressed its opposition to open hostilities in the area
and its desire to avoid any military confrontation with the United
States.76
Under the new Soviet leadership, the tendency towards im-
proving relations with the Arab states appeared to continue.
Generally speaking, the Soviet Union pursued a policy of lower-
ing political pressures everywhere in the Middle East with the ex-
ception of the Persian Gulf states which were criticized as pawns
of British strategy and of the Western oil monopolies. The Kremlin
directed particular attention to strengthening and improving its
ties with the UAR. With this end in view, Premier Kosygin paid
an eight day visit to the UAR in May 1966. The visit gave the
Soviet leader an opportunity to tighten the Cairo-Moscow re-
lationship with promises of economic aid and by Soviet support
for Egyptian foreign policy objectives. It also gave the Soviet
Union the chance to demonstrate her influence in the Third
World,77 and served as a reminder to the West that the Russians
73 It might be noted that while the emphasis in Soviet Union's relations
with Turkey and Iran was mainly on economic collaboration, Soviet poli-
tical and military help together with economic assistance was the great
attraction for the Arab states.
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77 For the Soviet leaders their success in the Middle East was particu-
larly important because of their concern to demonstrate to the Communist
World that their moderate policies vis-a-vis Chinese intransigence had paid
off. The fact that the UAR and other "progressive" regimes were gra-
dually shifting from non-alignment toward open support of the Soviet
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